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As the birds gather to plan their trip South for the winter, so do some of us. But what to take with us? Lighter weight clothing for that hoped for sunny climate, although  experience tells us we can‘t really get far enough South in the continental USA to guarantee that. Maybe the mountains for skiing. But along with our necessities, some

of us now take along our link to the world, our laptop computers.  

Are you driving or flying? Either way, I have found that the smaller Netbook type computers are easier to carry. Even with accessories, they usually weigh less than

laptops. And with the right add-ons, they can be every bit as useful as their larger cousins.

My accessory kit contains a USB connected 750G hard drive, very compact and light, a

reduced size USB keyboard (easier to use than the netbook keyboard) and a small mouse. Of course you can tailor your kit to suit yourself.  

When flying, in addition to the USB hard drive, I pack several USB flash drives, the higher capacity the better. Because part of traveling is the opportunity to take pictures,

with digital cameras it is possible to download them to the external hard drive or to the flash drives in order to have backup copies of them. Many netbooks have rather smallish internal hard drives, so having extra storage capability is great.

Another advantage to the Netbook computers is the small size makes it easier to put them in a hotel room lockbox along with the USB flash drives and/or the USB external drive. The mouse will also fit, but the smaller size keyboard may not. But since the external keyboard is not essential to using your computer, you can better risk leaving it in your suitcase when out of the room. Nothing left in a hotel room is 100% safe, so keep that in mind.

The other great advantage to traveling with your computer is access to the internet. However there are some security risks involved with connecting to free Wi-Fi networks like those available in many restaurants, airports, hotels, etc. Take time to search the internet (from home) for information on how to best insulate your laptop from the bad guys.   
Each computer is different and you will have to determine what will work best for you. Most netbooks and laptops now are built with Wi-Fi capability. This can be programmed to only connect when you tell it to. The default is usually to connect whenever it detects an open network. This can be risky.  

Some networks are secured and require a password to connect, but others are open to

the world. Before leaving home, check with whomever you know to be knowledgeable

about securing your netbook/laptop while surfing the internet from free Wi-Fi locations.  

Most of what I keep on my netbook is not particularly valuable to anyone but me, but

there are some passwords which I would prefer to keep private. One bit of advice is to avoid transacting banking business or other financial business online from public Wi-Fi
sites. The same source for this information, which was quoting the FBI, also said not to go onto the internet.  

But mostly that is what we want to do when using our computers away from home. It does leave us in a bit of a pickle. Thousands of people at any given time are using these networks. Just go into any national bookstore chain that boasts a coffee shop and most of the tables will be filled with people working diligently on their computers.  

As for passwords, the old advice to change them often is as valid today as in the past.

Especially those used for accessing your email and other personal websites. A paper list of the email addresses you plan to contact while away from home or office is

preferable to keeping the same list on your computer. I keep mine in the safest place I

can manage, either the hotel room lockbox or as close to my body as possible. Keeping it in a purse or billfold is risky, but if all else fails it beats leaving it lying around the hotel room. The main reason for making sure it is safeguarded is to keep it from prying eyes

(including anyone who might just photograph your list and leave it where they found it). This step is a courtesy to your friends, relatives and business contacts that are on your list.  

Happy Traveling….

